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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 121 


[Abstract:] Prescribing the kind of medal designed for presentation for rescuing American 
Seamen... 542 


T 


Department of State, 
Washington, 
June 8, 1880 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Superintendent of the Mint, &c. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 


Sir: 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th of April last and of the medals 
to which it refers. 


All circumstances considered, the Department inclines to adopt for its use in presenting 
testimonials for gallant service in the rescue of American Seamen, or persons on board American 
vessels, from the perils of the sea, a small medal, with a loop and rider to be worn on the coat by 
the recipient. Its size might be from 1 3/10 to 1 4/10 inches in diameter; the obverse to show a 
standing figure of the goddess of Liberty, or America, from the design on the Capital Dome, or 
other design which might be permanently used through succeeding administrations, the marginal 
inscription to be “Presented by the President of the United States”; while the reverse might 
contain a simple wreath, and a blank space for engraving the name of the recipient and the 
character of the service performed. 


The Department would be glad to procure your estimate of the cost of such a medal in 
gold, and any suggestions in relation to the matter. 


Referring in this connection to your letter of March 30, last, 
Iam, Sir, Your obedient servant, 


John Hay 
Assistant Secretary. 


